ENGLAND AND THE ENGLISH

On the surface it looks as though all ?he great
struggles in Ireland had arisen from the attempt
to impose a system of land tenure by foreigners,
and the confiscation and reconfiscation, under
the Normans, James the First, Cromwell and
William of Orange, of the land for seven hundred
and fifty years; and the imposition of a religious
faith abhorrent to a majority of the inhabitants,
aggravated by laws passed to crush out Irish
rivalry in various branches of trade and manu-
facture. But this is a superficial reading of the
facts of the situation.

England has made herself the greatest empire
the world has ever known by defects and qualities
of which something will be said in these pages,
but wherever she has colonized she has dealt with
an inferior people, or with those of her own race
for whom she has a respect that mitigates the
bullying temperament, or, where she has persisted
and bullied her own children, she has found them
too much for her. Ireland, after one immigration
piled on another of English, is largely English to-
day, and England is mistakenly attempting to
curb in Ireland that vigorous insistence upon
personal freedom which is the all outweighing
quality of these Saxons, whose Alfred, whose
Magna Charta, whose beheading of Charles the
First, should have taught by now that, when this